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OBSERVATIONS
UPON

Mr Fauquier s ESSAY
O N

Ways and Means for raifing Money

to fupport the prefent War, with-

out increafing the Public Debts.

S the three general Wars in

which this Kingdom hath

been engaged, hath brought

upon it a Debt of Eighty

MiUions of Money 5 and the

vigorous and juft Meafures which His

Majefty and the whole Nation have en-

tered into, feem to make an Increafe of

this vaft Debt unavoidable : It cannot fail

of giving great Pleafure to every one who
B wifhes
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wlflies well toGreat Britain to fee a Scheme •

publiilied for fuppoiting and continuing

thefe vigorous and juft Meafures, without

increafing the National Debt, or laying a

greater Burthen of Taxes upon the Na-

tion than it can well bear ; and this is a

Pleafure for which the Public is obliged to

yivFauquier, who hath given his Thoughts

upon this important Subject, with fuch

Candour and Modefly, as cannot fail of

procuring them a favourable Reception,

even with thofe who may differ from him

in Opinion, of which Number I am one.

Mr Fauquier fuppofes that Three Mil-

lions of Money will be wanted to com-
plete the annual Supplies during the War;
which, for Argument's fake, he calcu-

lates to laft feven Years, though he and

every body elfe wifnes and hopes that an

honourable Peace may be much fooner

obtained : But this being uncertain, we
muft proceed upon Probability ^ and there-

fore I will fuppofe, as he hath done, that

the War may laft feven Years, and that

during each of thofe Years it will be ne-

celTary for the Government to raife Three

Millions
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Millions of Money, over and above what

is to be raifed by the Taxes which at

prefent fubfiil, making in feven Years

Twenty-one Millions.

Eveiy Man knows that thefe additional

Three Millions niuft either be raifed upon

the Subje6ls within the Year; or bor-

rowed upon Taxes appropriated to pay

the Intereft, till peaceable Times, the

Surplus of the Sinking Fund, and future

good Oeconomy, fliall enable the Govern-

ment to pay the Principal.

The laft of thefe Methods Mr Fauquier

difapproves of, as he thinks Taxes cannot

be laid that will be fufficient to pay the

Intereft of thefe Twenty-one Millions,

without entailing a grievous Burthen upon
theManufa6tures of thisKingdom (pag. 8.)

and therefore he gives the Preference to

the other Method of raifing the Money
within the Year ; from whence he feems

to apprehend no other ill Confequences,

but fome little prefent Inconvenience,

which he calls a fliort-lived Tax upon
Extravagance (page 34).

B 2 There
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There is very great Reafon to wifh that

the raifuig of thefe additional Three Mil-

lions within the Year, and for feven Years

together, would be attended with no worfe

Confequences than what Mr ivzz^^/^/tr hath

mentioned; for then I am fure it would

be a much more eligible Way of raifmg

this Money, than borrowing it upon the

Credit of new Taxes, which mufl una-

voidably afFe6l not only the Produce and

Manufa6lures, but likewife the Labourers

and Manufacturers of this Kingdom -, all

which have been, and will undoubtedly

continue to be looked upon with a very fa-

vourable Jiye by the Legiflature -j for they

are the Honey and the Honey-Bees of this

and every other trading Nation.

But if a Country is attacked by a pow-
erful Enemy, and the public Expences

are too heavy to be borne, without the

joint Afliftance of every one who is cap-

able of giving any, it would be preferring

the temporary Interefl of a Part, before

the Safety and Good of the Whole, not

to lay fome fmall Proportion of the Bur-

then, even upon this defervedly moft fa-

voured
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voiired Part of Society, the Labourers

and Manufa6turers.

Whether the Public Expences will or

will not be too weighty to be fupported

without laying fome further Taxes that

may affecl thefe valuable Members of the

Community, muft be left to Time and the

Wifdom of the Legiflature to determine ;

but it is certain that if the War continues,

very great Sums of Money, over and above

what are to be raifed by the prefent Taxes,

will be wanted to carry it on, and there-

fore I will proceed to confider Mr Fau-

quier's Scheme for railing thefe additional

Three Millions annually and within the

Year.

There are three Things neceflary to be

confidered before this or any other pro-

pofed Tax is laid ; and thefe are,

I ft. Whether it can be paid or not.

2d, What EfFe6l the Payment of it will

have upon other Taxes.

3d, Whether the Money to be raifed by

fuch Tax can be raifed in any other

Manner that will be lefs prejudicial

to
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to the landed and trading Interefls of

the Nation.

When thefe threeThings have been duly-

attended to in the prefent Cafe, we fhall

be able to form fome Judgment of the

propofcd Tax : But if we negle6l to make

thefe neceflary previous Inquiries, and take

for granted that the Tax can be paid 3 that

it will not materially decreafe the Produce

of other Taxes; and that it is the moil eli-

gibleWay offupplying theExigences of the

Public, becaufe the induflrious Manufac-

turers and Labourers feem to be exempted

from paying any Part of it, and thofe

who are to contribute, are rated fo mode-

rately, that the richeft Subjeft in the

Kingdom is to pay no more than Forty

Pounds a Year 3 I fay, if we take all thefe

Things for granted, we are raifmg a vaft

Superftru(5lure without knowing whether

the Foundation will bear it or not, which

is a Degree of Imprudence that few Men
in private Life are guilty of j and certainly,

in an Affair of public Concern and fuch

great Importance, all poffible Care ought

to be and will undoubtedly be taken, to

thoroughly
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thoroughly examine the Foundation upon

which this great Superftru6lure, fo fair in

Appearance, is propofed to be raifed.

I call this Scheme fair in Appearance,

becaufe it really is fo j for every Man muft

allow that People of very moderate For-

tunes may pay Five Shillings without Hurt

to themfelves or Families, and that People

of great Eftates or Fortunes may pay Forty

Pounds a Year without much Inconve-

nience : From whence it will follow, that

all People who are of any Rank or Degree

between the two I have named, will be

equally capable of paying proportionable

Parts of this Tax j and confequently, that

there is no apparent Objection againft

railing Twenty-one Millions of Money in

this Manner.

But it is not fafe to rely upon Appear-

ances, efpecially in Things of great Im-

portance 5 or to conclude that fuch a Tax
liiay fafely be laid upon the Nation for

feven Years, becaufe every Man is con-

vinced that he can eafily pay his Share of

it for the firfl Year^ unlefs it can alfo be

made
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made appear that he will be able to pay

his Share of this, and all other Taxes, for

the fix following Years : And that by far

tlie greateft Part of the Nation will not be

able to do this, is what I fhall now en-

deavour to fliew. But before I proceed to

do this, I think it neceflary to fay, it is

my Opinion that thefe Twenty-one Mil-

lions of Money, or a greater Sum if

wanted, may be raifed in feven Years,

without undoing the Nation, or burthen-

ing the Land or Trade of it beyond what

they will be able to bear.

As the propofed Tax is to be paid in

Money as the prefent Taxes are, it will be

neceffary to inquire what Quantity of Coin

there is in England ; how it is at prefent

diflributed j and what Alterations would

be made in the Diftribution of it, if this

Tax was to be laid upon the Nation.

The Coin of England is eflimated by
fome People at Fourteen Millions, by o-

thers at Sixteen Millions, and by fome at

Eighteen Millions j but I have not yet

heard it rated fo high as Twenty-one

Millions,
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Millions, however, I will fuppofe it a-

mounts to the laft mentioned Sum, as that

will be moft favourable to Mr Fauquier^

Scheme.

I will likewife fuppofe that thefe Twen-
ty-one Millions of Money are diftributed

in the following Manner

;

In each of the Forty Coun-

ties in England jf 300,000

amounting to - - ^ 12,000,000

In the Twelve Counties in

Wales - - ^ - 2,000,000

In London - - - 7,000,000

Total jf 21,000,000

This Diflribution may poflibly be ob-

je6ted againft, as it afligns to London a

greater Proportion of Money than it pays

of Taxes, and puts all the Counties in

England upon a Level, though perhaps no

two of them are aUke in Wealth or Ex-

tent ; but thefe Obje6lions are eafily an-

fwered ; for the lail of thefe Difproportions

can neither help nor hurt Mr Fauquier s

Scheme, and round Numbers are the ea-

fiefl to add or divide 3 and as to the firft

C of

^
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of thefe Difproportions, it makes much
in favour of his Scheme, for it puts the

Country's Proportion of theThree Millions

at lefs than it really is.

Thefe necelTary Preliminaries being fet-

tled, let us now fuppofe this Scheme,

which at firft Sight appears fo pra6licable

and eafy, to be carried into Execution

;

and then I think we fliall foon be convinced

that this Pra6ticability and Eafe is only

fuperficial, and no more than a gildjed

Coat to fuch a bitter Pill, as I ho^^England

will never be obliged to take.

By the preceding Diftribution of the

Coin of the Kingdom, Seven Millions are

affigned to London, and Fourteen Millions

alloted for the Country j fo that two of

the Three Millions to be annually raifed

would be to come from the Fifty-two

Counties in England and Wales ; and their

Stock of Money being put at Fourteen

. Millions, would jufl pay the propofed

Tax for feven Years j at the End of which,

I am of Opinion, that above Ten of thefe

Fourteen Millions of Money now in .the

Country would be in London*

I be-
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I believe that this Opinion will have as

many Oppofers as Mr Fauquier s Scheme

hath Advocates ; and I apprehend many-

People will fay, that thefe additional

Two Millions propofed to be annually

drawn from the Country, would be

laid out in purchafmg the Produce and

Manufactures of itj and fo the Money
would return in fome Shape or other, to

the Places from whence it came, as the

Money raifed byTaxes hitherto hath done;

but I muft beg Leave to fay, that this is

making fuch a Ufe of paft Experience, as

pail Experience does not warrant.

For the Number of People to be fed and

cloathed in London, will be much the fame

as it is at prefent; or, if it undergoes any

Alteration on Account of this propofed

Tax, I think it is moft likely to be a De-

creafe : However, I will fuppofe it to

continue in the State it now is, and if it

does this, it is very plain, that whatever

Taxes may be raifed upon the Country,

London neither will nor can want or take

more of the Produce or Manufaftures of

any Part of the Kingdom than it does at

C 2 prefent \
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prefent ; and confequently, cannot be the

Means of fending back into the Country

any Part of the additional Two MiUions

to be annually drawn from it according to

this Scheme.

And as to our foreign Trade, it is cer-

tain that the Number of People in Sj^am,

Portugal, the Britijh Colonies, or in any

other Country with which Engla?id now
carries on any Trade, can neither be in-

creafed nor diminifhed by any Taxes now
laid or to be laid upon the Subje£ls of this

Nation j nor will the Inhabitants of thefe

different Countries, eat, drink, or wear

more than they do at prefent, or be more

able to pay for what they want than they

now are : And though from the great Su-

periority of the Naval Power of Great Bri-

tain, and her being at Peace with Spain

andWar vAihFrance, an Increafe of Trade

with Spain and Portugal may reafonably be

expe6led, and of courfe a greater Importa-

tion of Specie from thofe two Countries j

yet, if we confider that thefe are Advan-
tages common to the laft and prefentWars
in refpeft oi Portugal, and that there were

feveral Millions of Specie taken from Spain

during
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during the laft War, and fome Trade

carried on with her American Dominions,

I cannot fee any great Reafon we have to

expe6l that upon the Whole, more Specie

will be brought into this Kingdom by

Trade and Captures in the prefent War,
than was imported into it during the laft

War.

However, if there be only an equal

Quantity of Specie imported, and more of

It by Trade and lefs by Captures, it will

be more beneficial to the Nation ; for

Wealth acquired by Trade flows into all

Parts of the Kingdom, and, like the Food
we eat, ftrengthens and invigorates the

whole Syftem : But Money got by War is

confined to a fmall Number of People in

refpe<5l of the Whole -, it is an unequal

Acquifition of Strength, and much like

what Men get by Fencing or Rowing,

both which Exercifes make the Arms
ftronger in Proportion than the other

Parts of the Body. And fo great is the

Difference between a Country's growing

rich by War or by Commerce, that the

one deftroyed the Power and Liberty of

Romcj
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Rof}je, and the other hath founded and

raifed the formidable Power and envied

Liberty of Great Britain,

But to return. I cannot fee how the

City of LondoJiy the foreign Trade of the

Kingdom, and the Prizes that may pro-

bably be taken from the French in the

Courfe of this War, are likely to be the

Means of fending into the Fifty -two

Counties in England and Walesy more Mo-
ney than they did the lafl War: And
therefore I fliall proceed to inquire, whe-

ther the State of the Country at thatTime,

or the Circumflances wherein the lafl and

prefent Wars differ, furnifh us with any

Reafons for thinking that the Country can

pay a further Tax of Two Millions of

Money a Year, and for feven Years toge-

ther, over and above all the Money that

is to be annually drawn out of it by the

Taxes at prefent fubfifling.

In order to form a Judgment of the

Ability of the Country to pay Two Mil-

lions of Money in new Taxes, it will be

neceffary to inquire, whether the Nobility

and landed Gentry in general had their

Rents
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Rents as regularly paid, and as many-

Shillings in the Pound (allowing for the

Difference of the Land Tax) clear to

themfelves, towards the Clofe of the lafl

War, as they had before it begun ; whe-

ther Tradefmen and the middle Clafles of

People in general, maintained themfelves

and Families as well and faved as much
Money J and whether Manufa6lurers, La-

bourers, and working People in general

maintained their Families as comfortably

in the Years 1747 and 1748, as they did

in the Years 1738 and 1739.

If the laft War produced no Alteration

in any of thefe important Particulars, it

will prove that the Country was able to

continue paying the Money then raifed

upon it, without Inconvenience ; for the

Payment of the thenTaxes does not amount

to a Proof in this Cafe, as they muft be

paid by all who had Money to pay them,

without Regard to Convenience or Incon-

' venience : But if the Rents of Land in

general were not quite fo well paid to-

wards the Clofe of the laft War as they

were before it begun, we may from thence

juftly



( i6 )

juftly conclude that it made fome Altera-

tions in the feveral Particulars before-

mentioned j for if the Generality of People

had as much Money in the Years 1747

and 1748, as they had in the Years 1738

and i739> they muft have been able to

pay as much Money for what they bought,

to live as well, and fave as much for their

Families, in the two latter Years as they

did in the two former ones j and if this

was generally done, Tenants in general

mufl have been able to pay their Rents,

as well at the one Time as the other.

Whether the Rents of Land were or

were not in general quite fo well paid to-

wards the Clofe of the laft War as they

were before it begun, muft be left to the

Nobility and landed Gentry to determine;

but from what I have heard on this Sub-

je6l. Rents in general were rather better

paid before thatWar begun than they were

towards the Clofe of it : And though the

Dillemper which then raged among the

Cattle in many Counties, muft have con-

tributed much towards producing fuch an

Alteration, and this Diftemper hath for

fome
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Ibme Time been exceedingly abated j yet,

I think it v/ould be Prefumption in any

one to conclude from this, that the Na-

tion will not be again vifited with this

Calamity.

As to the Difference between the lafl

and prefent Wars, every Man knows it

is very confiderable, and that this Diffe-

rence is much in favour of the prefent

War, but we fliould not build more upon

this than it will bear.

The Nation hath happily a very power-

ful Navy at prefent ; but this is no more

than what it had during the laft War :

And the fame Quantities of Beef, Pork,

Bifcuit, ^c. which then maintained Fifty

thoufand Seamen and Marines a Year, will

do it now J and confequently, the Navy is

not likely to be the Means of fending back

into the Country more Money in thisWar
than it did in tlie laft.

The mofl: important Circumfiance

wherein the lafl War differs from the

prefent one is, in the Payment of much
D greater
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greater Subfidies to foreign Princes, than

are at prefent paid ; but we Ihould re-

member that during the lail War, very

confiderable Sums of Money were lent to

the Government by Foreigners, and of

Courfe cither brought into the Nation, or

fent to pay thofc Subfidies : So that unlefs

all the Money then paid in Subfidies, ex-

ceeds all the Money then lent by Foreign-

ers, and all the Money now paid in Sub-

fidies J I humbly apprehend, that, what-

ever Saving there may be made to the Na-

tion by paying lefs Subfidies in this War
than were paid during the laft War, no

part of this Saving can be reckoned upon

in the prefent Cafe, either v/ith regard to

the' Nation in general, or in refpefl of

the Country in particular.

As I am intirely unacquainted with the

State of thefe important Concerns, I fliall

not prefume to fay any thing about it j

but I hope I may without Offence explain

the preceding Paragraph in fappofitional

Sums as it is not lb eafy to comprehend

in Words.

Suppofe
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Suppofe that the Subfidles or Aids

granted by Great Britain to fupport her

Allies during the laft War,

amounted per Annum ^ to - ^600,000

Suppofe likewife, that the

Subfidies paid in this prefent

War, amount to no more

per Annum^ than - - - - ioo,oco

It is very plain that in this

Cafe the Nation will every

Year fave - _ - _ _ ^500,000
and yet the Quantity of Mo-
ney in England might or might not decreafe

any fafter when ^/^ 600,000 a Year was

paid in Aids or Subfidies, than now that

only £ 100,000 a Year is paid in them y

the Reafon of which, feeming Paradox,

is, that if when the Kingdom paid

jT 600,000 a Year, ;f 500,000 of that Mo-
ney v/as lent to the Government by Fo-

reigners, the rem.aining ^ 1 00,000 is all

that went out of the Kingdom, for the

other ^r 500,000 is the Property of Fo-

reigners : So that though the Nation pays

the whole / 600,000, yet the Decreafe in

the Quantity of the Current foreign Coin,

or Bullion of Great Britain^ is only

D 2 /J 1CO5OCOJ
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jT 100,000; but if inftead of this, the

whole fuppofcd Sum of yT600,000 was

paid by Bullion or foreign current Coin

that were in the Nation, and the Property

of BritiJJ:! Subjects, then it is certain that

not only the Nation will now fave this

/^ 600,000, but it will alfo be faved in the

Coin or Bullion of the Kingdom.

I humbly apprehend it is of fome Con-

fequence to have the State of thefe weighty

Affairs inquired into ; but it is not at all ne-

ceiTary to be known in order to form aJudg-

ment of the Ability or Inability of tlie Coun-

try to annually payTwo Millions ofMoney

in new Taxes, and for feven Years toge-

ther : As this muft of Neceffity depend

upon the Quantity of Money circulating

in the different Counties of England and

IVaks^ and not upon the Quantity of Mo-
ney in London ; for though the many Mil-

lions of Specie conffantly kept in the Bank

oi England, are of the higheft Importance

to the Nation in general, yet, they can-

not pay the Taxes of private People in the

Countrv: for this is and ever muff be done

by the Money circulating among them, at

the Time the Taxes are paid.

I fliall
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I fliall now proceed to confider another

important Circumftance wherein the pre-

fent War differs from the lafl, to the great

Joy of the whole Nation, as it will be at-

tended with a very confiderable faving of

Blood and Treafure : It will alfo be the

Means of returning into different Counties

very confiderable Sums of Money, and

confequently of enabling their Inhabitants

to pay with more Facility their Quotas of

fuch further Taxes as the future Expences

of the War may make neceffary, and the

Wifdom of the Legiflature ena6l to have

raifed.

In the lafl War about Twenty thoufand

Britijh Troops were employed in Flanders^

whofe Subfiflence and contingentExpences

(for they were cloathed and recruited from

hence) might probably amount to about

/^ 500,000 a Year; which Sum will now
be faved to the Nation, as all Hi^ Ma-
jefty's Britifi Land Forces are employed

in his Biitifi Dominions, and the greatefl

Part of the Money will be fpent in the

Country ; But I will fuppofe that the Whole

of
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of this Money, and ^^ 2 00,000 more, will

be lb fpent, as feme of His Majefty's Elec-

toral Troops are to come, and fome Hef-

fian Forces are already arrived in England-,

and thefe two Sums will make ^^700,000.

Of this ^700,000, I think ^200,000

fhould be appropriated to preferve the

Current Money in the Country in nearly

the fame State it now is, for upon this

depends the regular and eafy Payment of

the prefent Rents and Taxes i and that

fome Allowance of this Kind is neceflary,

I think is evident from what I have faid in

regard to the lefs regular and eafy Pay-

ment of Rents towards the End of the laft

Wai* : It is true that jT200,000 is a large

Sum, but it is only a feventieth Part of

Fourteen ?vIillions, and therefore I think

it is the leaft that can be allowed to keep

the Current Money now in the Country

upon nearly the Footing it is at prefent

;

io that of this ^700,000, only ;^ 500,000

can be confidered as applicable towards

returning into the Country, the Two Mil-

lions of Money propofed to be annually

drawn out of it, according to Mv Fauquier s

Scheme,
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Scheme, the Confcqiicnces of executuig

which I fliall now proceed to confider hi

particular, as I have ahxady done in ge-

neral.

There are very few People but what

have either read or heard, that Three or

Four hundred Years ago, Men ufed to

work for a Penny a Day in England-, that

a Quarter of Wheat was then fold for

Two or Three Shillings ; and that Meat,

Drink, Cloaths, Land, and all Things in

general were proportionably cheap : The
Reafon of which Cheapnefs is as evident

as the Fa6l is certain, for there vv^as then

very little Money in the Nation in Com-
parifon of what there is at prefent ; and

when Men in general have but little Mo-
ney to go to Market with, they can pay

but little for v/hat they want ; and thole

who have Com, Flefh-meat, Butter,

Cheefe, Cloth, or any other Thing to

fell, mufl either fell them accordingly, or

iK)t at all, as it is the Ability of Buyers in

general, and not the Will of the Sellers,

that fixes the Prices of the NecefTaries and

Conveniences of Life,

ThJS
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Tliis is a Truth (6 clear and evident,

that no Man of common Senfe can doubt

about it J
and from hence it follows, that

the Rent of Land and the Prices of fuch

Parts of its Produce as are included in the

Neceffaries andConveniences of Life, muft

of NecefTity be fo far governed by the

Quantity of Current Coin, that they can-

not be fold for more Money than Men
in general are able to pay for them, not

only for a Week or a Month, but all the

Year round; for People muft and will

have Meat, Drink, and Cloaths, when

they are to be had, and at fuch Prices as

the Generality of them can pay and con-

tinue to pay : If, therefore, the Quantity

of Money now circulating in the different

Counties of Rjigland and Wales, be drawn

out of them by new Taxes much fafter

than it is returned to them by the Navy,

Army, and the general Balance of Trade -,

the Rents, Taxes, Produce and Manufac-

tures of thofe Counties, muft of Necefiity

fuik inValue, that is, produce lefs Money
to the Government and to the Nobility and

Gentry oi England^ than they now do ; for

People
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People muft live. Taxes muft be paid, and

the Lands of Kngland will be to fupport

the Burthen, for nothing elfe can do it.

According to this Scheme there is to be

drawn out of the Fifty two Counties in

Efigland and Wales, at leafl Two Millions

of Money a Year more than they paid

during the lafl War, and for feven Years

together ; making in all £ 14,000,000

And it is probable that

there may be returned into

thefe Fifty two Counties by

the Means I have mention-

ed. Five Hundred Thoufand

Pounds a Year more than

was returned to them in the

lafl War ; which in feven

Years will amount to — ^(^3,500,000

So that if this Scheme

was to take place, I hum-

bly apprehend there would

be lefs current Money in

the Country at the End of

thefe feven Years than there

is at prefent, by — ^10,500,000

E and
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and tliis is juft three Parts in four of aH
the Money fuppofed to be now in it, ac-

cording to the foregoing Diltribution of the

Coin of the Kingdom.

This is a veiy melancholy Profpe6t,

and fuch a one as I am perfuaded neither

Mr Fauquier nor thofe who think his

Scheme eafily practicable, have yet figured

to themfelves : But that this or fomething

very Hke it, muft attend the raifmg of two

additional Millions of Money upon the

Country within the Year, and for feven

Years together, appears to me, and I ap-

prehend will appear to many others, too

evident, from the lefs regular and eafy

Payment of Rents towards the Clofe of

the laft War.

For if at that timePeople in the Country

felt fome Inconvenience from paying their

Rents and the then Taxes ; what muft

they do if two Millions more are to

be annually drawn out of their current

Money, and only Five Hundred Thou-

fand Pounds a Year more fpent among

them ; and this not equally, but chiefly in

Five or Six Counties, where the greateft

Part
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Part of His Majefty's Land Forces ferving

or to ferve in England^ are or probably will

be colle(5led, in order to more efFeftually

fecure this Kingdom againft any Attempts

that may be made to invade it.

Can any Thing be more evident to Per-

fons who are at all acquainted withThings

of this Sort, than that the Splendor, Af-

fluence, and Wealth of the Nobility and

landed Gentry of this Kingdom, are all

derived from and depend upon the Rents

of their Eflates continuing to be paid as

they have hitherto been? No.

Is it poflible that any Nobleman or Gen-

tleman whofe Eflate in Land now brings

him in Ten or One Thoufand Pounds a

Year, fhould continue to receive fo much
Money from it any longer than his Te-

nants can fell their Corn, Cattle, Butter,

Cheefe, Wool, &c. at or for near fo good

Prices as they now fell them ? No.

Will thefe Tenants be able to get fuch

Prices for their Corn, Cattle, &c. as they

now do, any longer than Tradesmen, Ma-

nufa6lurers, Labourers, and the Generality

E 2 of
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of middling and lower Sorts of People

continue to receive as muchMoney as they

now receive ? No.

Is it pofTible that thefe feveral Sorts of

People can continue to receive fo much
Money as they now receive, while the pro-

pofed Tax is every Year carrying out of

the Country one Shilling of every nine

Shillings that are now circulating there,

and will at the End of feven Years have

carried out three Shillings of every four

Shillings that are now employed in carry-

ing on the Trade and paying the prefent

Taxes of the Country ? No.

Can it be proved that if a ninth Part of

the current Money now in the Country be

yearly and for feven fucceflive Years car-

ried to London by this propofed Tax ;

the Corn, Cattle, Butter, Cheefe, Wool,

^c, produced and confumed in the Coun-

try will not fell for a ninth part lefs Money
than they do now, and that at the End of

feven Years thofe Commodities will not be

fold for only a fourth Part of the Money
^hey now fell for? No.

Can
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Can it be made appear that the Rents

of thofe Lands upon which tliis Corn was

grown, thefe Cattle fed, &c. will not keep

pace with the falling Prices of thefe Com-
modities, and yield yearly one ninthPart lefs

Money to the Noblemen and Gentlemen

-

who 'own thofe Lands, fo that at the end

of feven Years they would receive only One

Thoufand Pounds for a Year's Rent of the

Land which now annually produces Four

Thoufand Pounds ? Nor

Can any one demonftrate that everyTax
is not eafy or difficult to pay according to

the Proportion it bears to the Incomes of

thofe v/ho are to pay it ; or that the Nobi-

lity and landed Gentry of Engla?idwhonow
pay four Shillings in the Pound out of the

Rents which theirLands at prefent produce,

could continue to pay fuch a Land-Tax

when their Eftates produced only a fourth

Part of the Money they now yield ? No.

Or can anyone think that the Manufac-

turers, Labourers, and poorer Sorts of

working People of E?2g!a?id, for whom Mr
Fmiqider hath very juftly fhewn greatTen-

dernefs
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dernefs and Regard in the Formation of his

Scheme, would not fuffer extremely by the

Execution of it, without paying one Shil-

ling of the Three Millions of Money pro-

pofbd to be annually raifed this Way ? or

that fome hundred Thoufands of thefe va-

luable People who now fubfift comfortably

by the various kinds of ingenious Arts

which provide the luxurious Parts of

Drefs, &c. for the Nobility and Gentry,

would not then want Employment, and

become a Burthen to their refpe6live Pa-

rifhes ? No.

I have taken the Liberty of anfwering

thefe feveral important and interefting

Queftions in the Negative, for they are

all Links of one and the fame Chain

;

which primarily depends upon this fmgle

and obvious Truth, thai when the Inhabi-

tants ofa Country have but little Money among

them, they cannot -pay a great deal for Meat,

Drink, Clothes, or 'Taxes : We are as well

aifured as we can be of any Thing long

fince done or paft, that there was formerly

very little Money in England, and that

allThings then fold proportionably cheap j

and as the fame Caufes muft always pro-

duce
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duce the fame Effe6ls, there will be no

PofTibility of keepnig up the Rents of the

Lands of England^ if the Quantity of

Money now current in the Country be

confiderably decreafed.

I wifh that Mr Fauquier s Scheme may
really be as practicable and eafy as he and

many others think it is j but if it cannot

be made appear that I am moft egregi-

oufly miftaken in the Principles I have

proceeded upon, I am humbly of Opinion

that the Execution of this, or any other

Scheme of the fame Kind and Extent, will

produce the many Calamities of which I

have only given the Out-line, as the Picture

is too affefting to be feen complete with-

out exciting a deep Concern ; which I think

it would be highly blameable to attempt

moving, when there is no real Occafion for

doing iti and therefore have only faid

what appeared to me neceffary to have my
Meaning underftood.

Mr Fauquier ingenuoufly acknowledges

thatthisSchemeisnothisown,buttakenfrom

^\v Matthew Decke?'B?iroTit\\ in whofc Fa-

vour
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vour he fays much, and I take it for grant-

ed very juftlys but I apprehend, that if

Sir Matthew Decker was now living, he

would be apt to fay that Mr Fauquier had

extended his Plan further than he himfelf

meant it fliould be extended.

Sir Matthew Decker wrote to fliew that

the Taxes paid in his Time were very de-

trimental to the Nation in general, as well.

as to the Trade of it in particular -, and to

point out a Method of lefiening the Na-

tional Debt and Taxes as fail as pofTible, by

coilefting the Money raifed upon the Sub-

je61:s in the moll frugalManner; but Ithink

noMan can from thence infer that SirM?/-

thew Decker could then think it right, or

would now (if he had been living) fay it

was eitlier advifeable or confident with his

own Plan, to raife Three Millions of Mo-

ney within the Year, and for feven Years

together, over and above all the Money

that is to be raifed by thofe Taxes (and a

few others) which he himfelf thought a

Burthen to the Nation ; and yet the doing

of this is what Mr Fauquier calls applying

in Part Sir Matthew Deckers Scheme

(page 25) which is ftriclly true in a literal

Senfe i



( 33 )

Senfe ; but if we confider Things and not

Words, I apprehend that this Part exceeds

the Whole of what Sir Matthew Decker in-

tended.

I have only one Obfervation more to

make, and this is upon what Mr Fauquier

hath put by way of Queftion for The

Right Honourable the Board of Treafury,

or whoever pleafes to anfwer it in their

Behalf. Page 8, he fays, " Now I would

" ferioufly alk. Whether the Right Ho-
" nourable the Board of Treafury are of

*' Opinion that they can lay Taxes fuf-

*' ficient to produce ^^840,000 perAnnuviy

" without entailing a grievous Burthen

" upon the Manufaftures of this King-

" dom ?
" -I am fatisfied that Mr Fau-

quier does not expe6l The Lords of the

Treafury will publicly anfwer this Quef-

tion, and therefore I cannot help wifhing

that their Lordfhips had not been men-

tioned on this Occafion, as it probably

hath been and will be the Means of creat-

ing in many People, Apprehenfions of a

F difagree-
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d'lfagreeable Sort, which no private Man's
Opinion, nor any Authority lefs than that

appealed to, will be able to efFe6hially re-

move.

A N
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A N

ACCOUNT
O F

Several National Advantages de-

rivedfrom the Nobility andGentry

of theprefentAge living in London

a greater Part of the Year than

their Ancefiors ufed to do.

AS there are many People who think

that the Country is greatly impo-

verifhed by the Nobility and Gentry of the

prefent Age living in London a greater Part

of the Year than the Nobility and Gentry

formerly ufed to do ; I think my Time

will not be ill employed in fhewing that

the Country is not impoverifhed by this

Alteration, but on the contrary enriched,

and the Nation in general greatly bene-

fited by it.

F2{ The
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The principal Reafon for thinking that

the Country is impoverifhed by the Nobi-

lity and Gentry Uving more in London of

late Years than they formerly did, is, their

fpending more Money in it and lefs in the

Country -, all which is undoubtedly true :

But we fliould confider that though more

Money be fpent in London^ yet, if it nei-

ther goes out of the Kingdom, nor flays

in London, but returns again into the

Countiy, the People who live there can-

not be impoveriflied by the increafed Ex-

pences of the Nobility and Gentry in

Town J and to fliew that the Country is

not a Lofer, but on the contrary a Gainer,

and the Nation in general greatly bene-

fited by this Means, is my Defign in writ-

ing what follows.

There is no one NecefTary or Conve-

nience of Life, nor any one Article of

Luxury upon the Face of the whole Earth,

that can be brought to London, but what

is to be found in it j and yet notwith-

ftanding all this, London only provides

People with Houfes to live in : The very

Materials
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-Materials of which Houfes, as well as the

Cloathing and Provifions of the People

who are employed in building them, are

provided in the Country j fo that what-

ever Money is brought to Londofi to lay

out in building, purchafing, renting, or

furnifliing of Houfes, it muil fooner or

later go back into the Country j for La-

bourers, Artificers, and all the different

forts of Manufafturers, Tradefmen and

Artifls, who are concerned in providing

the various Parts of ufeful or ornamental

Houfhold Furniture, mufl have Meat,

Drink, and Cloaths, and thefe mufl j^

brought from the Country.

I would not by this be underflood to

mean that every Shilling of this or any

other Money fpent in Lojidon, flays in the

Nation, or goes back to the particular

Counties from whence it was brought;

for mofl People know that the Fa6l in

both thofe Cafes is otherwife: But this

will not affe£l my Argument, which is

National, and intended to fliew, that the

Country in particular and the Kingdom

in general, ar? greatly benefited by the

Nobility
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Nobility and Gentiy living more in London

tlian they did formerly ; and as to parti-

cular Exceptions and Cafes, the Nation in

general is no more concerned in them,

tlian it would be if the Manufafluries

now carried on at Birmifigham^ Manchefier^

and Halifax^ were removed to Warwick^

Lancaflcr^ and Tork j for thefe and fuch

like Advantages are local, and owing to a

greater Fertility of the Land, greater Plenty

of Coals, Vicinity to the Sea or navigable

Rivers, peculiar Articles of Produce, or a

greater Spirit of Indufliy among the Inha-

bitants of fome Places than others.

Thefe Things being premifed, I fliali

now proceed to inquire what Lofs or Gain

arifes to the Country from the domeftic

and other Expences of the Nobility and

Gentry by their living in London ; and this

I think will be beft done by ftating the

Difference it makes to the Country, whe-

ther any one particular Family refides in

London, or at the Family-Seat : It is not

very material whether this Difference be

flated upon an Income of One, Five, or

Ten thoufand Pounds -, however, I will

ftate
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ftate it upon Ten thoufand Pounds, and

fuppofe that a Nobleman or Gentleman

w ho hath ib much a Year in Land, comes

to London for Six Months, with his Fa-

mily and Servants, making in Number
Twenty Perfons.

It is certain that the fame Quantities of

Provifions which maintained this Family

Six Months in the Country, will be wanted

to fupport it Six Months in London y and

confequently, tliat the Family's being in

Town cannot much decreafe the Con-

fumption of the Produce of that County

in which the Seat of the Family is fituated,

becaufe the Number of People in the

County is only Twenty lefs than it was

before : And even this fmall Decreafe in

Confumption is not all loft to the County,

for Families which have great Eftates have

generally Fifh, Fowl, Roots, and Fruits,

^c. of their own, and whether they are eat

or not is quite indifferent to the County

;

but when the Family is in London, thefe

Things muft all be bought, and fo muft

the Beef, Veal, Mutton, Lamb, Bread,

Cheefe, Butter, Malt-Liquors, ^c. con-

fumed
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fumed hy it, all which Things are pro-

duced in the Country ; and though the

particular Neighbourhood in which the

Family-Eftate lies, may or may not have

its Proportion of Advantage from this in-

creafed Expence, yet, the Country gains

the Whole.

And as to Wines and feveral Articles of

Luxui^y of Foreign Growth, whatever

Expences fuch a Family is at for Things

of this Sort while it ftays in Town, it will

be apt to continue in the Country, for the

Advantage of greatWealth confifts chiefly

in procuring what the PoffelTors of it like

beft ; and if thefe Things were not liked

they would not be bought, and if they

are liked, they will be had when the Fa-

mily is in the Country, as well as when it

is in London : It may perhaps be faid, that

frequent coming to London hath introduced

or increafed fome of thefe Articles of lux-

urious Expence, but I apprehend there is

lefs in this than many People imagine, for

as the neceflary Expences of a Family are

greatly inci'eafed by living in London^ there

is the lefs Money for Luxury, and the

Legiilature
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L'egiflature hath taken Care to make the

moft pernicious Sorts of Luxury very ex-

penfive ; and it may not be amifs to ob^

(erve here, that though London was much
lefs frequented in the Reign of King Charlei

the Second than it hath been of late Years,

yet, Luxury then fpread fo fail:, that

Engla?id loft almoft a Million of Pounds

Sterling a Year by her then Trade with

France, as appears by a State of that Trade

for the Year 1674, inferted in the jfirft

Volume of The Britifi Merchant,

The next Thing to be cOnfidered iS,

the Expence of fuch a Nobleman's or

Gentleman's Family in Cloaths, and this

is confiderably increafed by living in Lon-

don-, but not to the Prejudice of any par-

ticular County or Part of England : For

Woollen and Linnen-drapery , Velvets,

Silks, Laces, and Embroidery, ^c. are

not manufadlured in every County, nor

all of them in England, but in particular

Places and Countries, from whence they

muft be had, or not at all ; and as mofl

of the luxurious Parts of Drefs are now of

Englijh FabriC;, and the providing of them

G gives
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gives Brc^d to many thoufand FamilieS;

whatc\cr they gain by their Jnduftry or

Ingenuity, is all gained to tlie Country,

by the Produce and Manufactures of

which, tliofe P'amilies are fed and

cloathed.

And as to the increafed Expences of

fuch a Nobleman's or Gentleman's Family,,

in fplendid Equipages, rich Liveries, Di-

verfions, andAmufements; whatever Mo-
ney is employed in thefe feveral Particu-

lars, mull alfo go back into the Country,

foi* the Realbns before given.

J apprehend it will be needlefs to fay

any thing more to make it appear, that

though theNobiUty and Gentry now fpend

more of their Rents or Incomes in Lmdon
than they did in former Tim.es, yet, there

comes a proportionably greater Quan-
tity of Money back from London into the

Country at prefent than formerly did;

for which Reafon I fhall now point out

the national Advantages derived from this

Alteration, though feveral of them will

occur upon reading what I have faid:

And
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And the doing of this will oblige me to

ipecify Numbers and Quantities which

may poflibly not be very near Truth, but

if they are in general not far from it,

they will anfwer my Defign in mentioning

them, which is, to fliew the Importance

of thefe Advantages, and not to fix the

Extent of them, as that vv^ill not be lels

imprafticable than it is to trace the Diffu-

fion of Nourifliment in the Human Body
,;

for though the greater Canals by which

Nourifhment is conveyed appear plain,

yet the leaft elude the Eye, and fo do the

Streams of Wealth in theii* Hnallefl Divi-

fions efcape Obfervation.

I think it will not be much, if at all,

over-rating the Increafe of Lo?idon (includ-

ing Wejimhi/Itr m\d Soutbwark) to fay, that

Ten thoufand Houfes have been added to

it fmce the Year 1700, by means of the

Nobility and Gentiy j for though a very

confiderable Number of thefe Houfes are

inhabited either by Aitiils, Tradefmen,

Manufa6furers, &c. or lett in Lodgings,

yet they are a necellary Appendage to the

others, and built in confequencc of them.

G 2 Thefe
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Thefc Ten thoufand Iloiifes with their

Furniture may probably, upon an Ave-

rage, be worth One tlioufand Pounds eachj,

and this amounts to Ten millions of Mo-
ney for the whole Number,

The Materials out of which thefe Houfes

were built and furniflied, being chiefly

Earth, Wood, Iron, Wool, Flax, &c.

might probably, in the Places of Produc-^

tion, and before they received any Degree

of Manufafture, be worth One million

of Money.

So that of this vafl: Sum of Ten millions

of Money, Nine millions have probably

been paid for bringing from the Places of

Produ(5lion the abovementioned Materials,

for manufafturing them, or for building

thefe Ten thoufand Houfes.

Thefe Nine millions of Money the No-

bility and Gentry have been the Means of

diftributing chiefly among the Manufac-

turers and Labourers ; who have returned

it to the Nobility and Gentry again, by

paying
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paying for the Meat, Drink, and Cloaths

confumed by them and their Families,

which muft otherwife have been main-

tained at the Expence of/-the refpe6live

Parillies to which they belong.

Of thefe Nine millions of Money, I

think Eight may be appropriated for the

Manufacturers and Labourers j and if we
divide this Money among them at the

Rate of Twenty-five Pounds a Family, it

will maintain for one Year Three hundred

and Twenty thoufand Families : But as it

is to be divided upon Fifty-fix Years, the

Number of Families annually fupported

will be Five thoufand Seven hundred and

Fourteen ; and this being again divided

among the Fifty-two Counties in England

and Waksy there will fall to the Share of

each County One hundred and Nine Fa-

milies ', but I will ftrike off the odd Nine

to make fome Allowance for the Manu-
fa6lurers and Labourers who may have

come from Scotland or Ji-elandy and have

been employed in building thefe Houfes,

and then there will remain for the Fifty-

two Counties of England and Wales, Ont

2 hundred
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bundled Families each, or rather, fome

more and fome lefs than that Number,

according to the Extent and Populoufnefs

of the Countie?, and the more or lefs flou-

rifhing State of their Manufaduries, Gfr.

This is a vaft Advantage to the Country

as well as to London ; and fuch a one as

evei7 Man who pays any thing towards

the Support of the Poor in any Part of

England will prefently be fenfible of, if he

will confider, that by this Increafe ofLon-

don the Poor's Rates for Fifty-fix Years

paft, have, upon an Average, been lefs

everyYear than they otherwife would have

been, by Two thoufand Pounds in fome

Counties, and Three thoufand Pounds in

others ; and we muft not forget to add

fomething more for the keeping fo many
Houfes in Repair, for the Time paft, as

well as for the Time to come.

I know it may be faid, that if London

had not increafed in Buildings, thefe Ma-
nufa6lurers and Labourers would have

been otherwife employed j but I am at a

Lofs to find out from whence this Em-
ployment
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ployment could come : For I do not re-

coiled having heard that any Branch of

the foreign Trade of this Nation hath

been at a Stand or obftrucled for any long

Time, for want of People to carry it on j

and I know of no other Means of em-

ploying more People than have been em-

ployed in England^ within the Time before

mentioned.

From thefe temporary but great Ad-
vantages, I fliall proceed to the conflant

and lading ones which are derived from

thefe Ten thoufand Houfes being built and

inhabited.

The Confumption of Coals in England

will be rather increafed by this Means, as

more People can pay for them, and will

confume more as they live better than they

could otherwife have done ; but this is an

inconfiderable Advantage to the Nation in

Comparifon of what it receives from the

vaft Increafe in the Confumption of Coals

in London ; becaufe whatever Coals are

burnt there are brought by Sea, and con-

fequently increafe the Seamen and Ship-

ping of the Kingdom.
It
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It is probable, that the i^nniial Con-^

fumption of Coals in thefe Houfes may
upon an Average be Five Chaldrons a

Houfe, and this makes Fifty thoiifand

Chaldrons for the Ten thoufand Houfes :

The bringing of Fifty thoufand Chaldrons

of Coals from Nc^d^cajik^ &c. to London,

will employ, for a Year, about Twenty

Ships of 400 Tons Burden, and main-

tain about One hundred and Fifty Sea-

men and their Families ; to which muft

be added, the Families which are fup-

ported by building and keeping in repair

thefe Ships, and by loading and unloading

them.

The bringing of Corn, Cheefe, and

other bulky Commodities by Sea from the

coafting Counties to London, likevvife gives

Employment to a Number of V^eflels and

Seamen , and fo does the fupplying of the

Nobility and Gentry with Sea and River

Fifh : To which mufl: be added the Wa-
termen who are employed upon thcThames

to cari'y Goods and Paifengers ; all which

Things being conlidered, we may upon

the
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the Whole fay, that the Increafe of Lojidon

hath made a confiderable Addition to the

Naval Power of Great Britain^ which is

the more valuable as the Support of it de-

pends upon ourfelves, and the Seamen

bred and maintained by thefe Means are

always at home and ready for the Defence

of the Nation in Cafe of any fudden At-

tack or Emergency : And fometning muffc

be added for the increafed Confumption

of Mahogony and Deal brought from the

WeJl'Indies and Norway,

To enumerate all the other Advantages

which the Nation receives from the In-

creafe o^LofidoHy is a Thing I fhall not at-

tempt J but any Perfon may have fome

Idea of them from the following Heads

of Expence which have been greatly aug-

mented by this Means.

Coaches, Poft-Chaifes, and Chairs of

the Nobility, Gentry, &c, Hackney-

Coaches and Chairs, Carts, &c. employed

in London j Stage-Coaches, Poft-Chaifes,

and Waggons, employed in carrying Per-

fons and Goods between London and moil

of the confiderable Towns in England

:

H Waggons
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Waggons and Carts employed in bring-

ing to London Cheefe, Butter, Poultry and

other Provifions, from all the neighbour-

ing Parts of the Country :

Coach-makers, Wheelwrights, Smiths,

£?6\ employed in making and keeping in

repair thefe different Sorts of Carriages

;

Coachmen, Chairmen, Waggoners, ^c.

employed in driving and carrying them

;

and Horfes employed in drawing them

;

The Inns fupported by thefe Carriages,

and the Perfons who travel in them, in

all Parts of the Country as well as in

LcJidon

:

The Labourers employed in improving

and keeping in repair all the great Roads

in England.

By the vaft Increafe of thefe feveral Sorts

of Expence many thoufand Families are

maintained, and in general by Labour of

the harder Sort, that firings the Nerves

oF the Body natural and the Body politic

at one and the fame Time j and in fome

Degree diminifhes the fatal Effefts of that

flow Poifon, Geneva ; a Liquor tliat firfl

deftroys the Strength of the Body, and

then
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then makes Villany a Sort of Condition

for preferving in Mifery thofe Lives it hath

before made wretched ; it is an avowed

Enemy to Induftry and Honefty, and

ftrikes at the Roots of Wealth and Power,

by enervating the common People, who
are Riches in Peace and Strength in War.

The Advantages derived to the Nation

from the increafed Expences under the

Heads before mentioned, will ferve as

Ckies to lead to other Advantages, which

it will not be necefTaiy, nor, as I faid be-

fore, pra6licable to point out the Extent

of > for the Interefts of Men are fo clofely

connected and interwoven, that if one

Clafs of People or one Part of a Country

is enriched, the others are fure to be the

better for what their Neighbours in ge-

neral get s for what comes to the one in

fruitful Showers, fpreads among the others

in refrefhing Dews.

It is extremely probable that I may be

miftaken in fome of the Particulars I have

mentioned j however, I think that upon

the Whole, this vafl Increafe of London^

H 2 occafioned
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occafioned by the Nobility and Gentry

living more in it of late Years than they

formerly did, hath been a great Advan-

tage to the Country in particular, and to

the Nation in general : But to leave as

little room for Doubt as may be, in rela-

tion to a Thing of fach general Concern

;

I will now^ inquire, Whether the Nobility

and Gentry, by living mollly in the

Country, could poffibly be the Means of

producing fo many Advantages to the

Country in particular, and to the Nation

in general, as are derived from their living

chiefly in Londm.

If the Nobility and Gentry were to live

moftly in the Country, it is probable that

fuch Parts of the Incomes of many of them

as they might think proper to devote for

doing Good, would be fpent in very hof-

pitable Houfe-keeping 3 and this would be

fure to gain them great AfFe6tion from

their Tenants and Neighbours, and to

promote the Confumption of thofe ftaple

Commodities, Roaft Beef and Oftober : All

which Things afford a moft agreeable En-

tertainment to the Mind, fo long as we
keep
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keep inView Charity, Benevolence and Ge-

nerofity, and think how happy it is for

Mankind when thefe Virtues accompany

Wealth and Nobility j but we muft in this

Cafe go further, and fee what EfFe6ls the

exercifmg of thefe Virtues in great Hofpi-

tality produces to Society in general, for

I apprehend they are of a Sort very dif-

ferent from what we paint to ourfelves

when we think of Charity, Benevolence,

and Generofity.

This Cuftom, which is in itfelf fo highly

worthy of Praife, formerly did a great

deal of Good, when the Trade of the Na-

tion was inconfiderable in Comparifon of

what it is at prefent, and People were not

obliged byLaw to maintain the Poor; but

it was great Hofpitality that then made

many People poor, and kept the Nation

from being rich, by making the Farmers

negle6l the Improvement of their Lands,

and encouraging Idlenefs and Drunkennefs

in the common People : The Confequences

of which were, that the Nation had very

httle Trade, not much Money, nor even

Plenty of her own Produce ; the Truth of

which
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which laft Particular any one may be fa-

tisfied of by looking into B'iShopFleetwood's

Chronicon Preciofumy wherein it appears that

a Quarter of Corn was in fome Years fold

for five, fix, or feven Times as much
Money, as it was fold for in other Years ;

ib as to be fometimes even dearer in thofe

Days than it is at prefent, that is, fold

for more Silver though not for fo many
Shillings a Quarter.

Thefe Scarcities of Corn were frequent j

and as the Courfe of Nature is in general

uniform, I fee no Reafon for attributing

more to the Badnefs of Seafons formerly

than now 3 nor can thefe Scarcities be ac-

counted for by the Exportation of Corn,

for that was prohibited (except to Calais

zndGafcoigne formerly pofTelTed hyE?igla?id}

by a Law made in the Thirty-fourth Year

of King Edward the Third, that conti-

nued long in Force ; and tliough, by fub-

fequent Laws, the carrying of Corn abroad

was permitted, yet it was generally under

fuch Reftriflions as to prevent Scarcity at

home : Some Allov/ance muft however be

made on Account of the frequent Wars in

thofe
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thofe Times ; but the Civil War, in the

Reign of King Chcwles the Firft, fcarcely

raifed the Price of Com to double what it

generally fold at for Twenty Years after

the Reftoration of King Charles the Se-

cond J fo that Corn being fold in earlier

Times for five, fix, or feven Times as much
Money in fome Years as it was fold for in

others, muft have been principally owing

to a general Negle6l of Agriculture, and

fowing no more Corn than would produce

enough to fubfifl the People when the Year

was tolerably fruitful ; and if the Crop fell

{hort of what was expe6led, as the fre-

quent and vaft advanced Prices of Corn

{hews it did, it is extremely probable that

Thoufands of poor People died for Want
in fome of thofe Years of Scarcity, which

Hiftorians have not mentioned.

I hope no one will fo far miftake v/hat

I have faid, as to think that I am arguing

againft Charity, Benevolence, and Gene-

rofity J or mean to prove, that every De-

gree of Hofpitality is detrimental to the

Public Welfare ; for thefe are Things very

far /rom my Intention : But I think the

Good
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Good of Hofpitality confifls in fupporting

fuch People as are poor and cither cannot

labour, or find Employment : And not in

making Poor, by maintaining People in

Idlenefs who are capable of working, and

for whom Employment may be found,

or in difcouraging Diligence and Induflry

in Farmers and Country People ; the cer-

tain Effe6ts of which are, that lefs Corn

and other Commodities are produced, and

the Farmers having lefs to fell will have

lefs Money to receive, and be lefs capable

of paying their Rents; but the Injury does

not flop here, for as the Commodities of

Englijh Growth or Manufacture are the

Means of bringing Money into England^

when lefs of thefe Commodities are pro-

duced there muft be lefs exported to other

Countries, and of courfe lefs Money
brought into the Nation, fo that Rents

will fall as Trade decays, and in the End
a general Poverty will prevail throughout

the Nation.

When all forts of People are fed by

Bounty in this indifcriminate Manner, the

ill Confequences I have mentioned will be

fure
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fure to follow ; and though the Nobility

andGentry, by thus extending their Good-

nefs to all, will be univerfally beloved;

yet this will never raife in other People

that Veneration and Awe which naturally

refult from a judicious Choice of proper

Objedls for Charity and Liberality : For

the one may betheEfFe6l of Good-nature;

but the other gives the mofl ftriking

Proof, that what is beftowed flows from

a good Heart, and a truly noble Mind

;

and is not given becaufe the Donor is

rich, but to relieve the Receiver from Po-

verty or Diflrefs.

Benefits received from fuch a Hand,

acquire a Value that Good-nature alone

cannot give, for they are Balm to the

Mind, as well as Food for the Body 5 all

Men have an Intereft in the Life of fuch a

Benefaftor, and when it (hall pleafe Pro-

vidence to call him hence, the Day of his

Burial will not be a Day of Feafting,

malked with the outward Appearances of

Grief, but of real Mourning and Sadnefs

:

The Good he hath done will be remem-

bered in Tears, and his Funeral Oration

I fpoke
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fpoke in a Language more pathetic than

Oratoi y can teach, or any thhig but true

Greatnefs infpire j his Name will be men-

tioned with Honour, and his Memory
fragrant as a fweet-fmelling Flower to

Poflerity.

The Improvement of Lands is certainly

a much better Way of employing Money
fet apart for doing Good j but this being

the Intereft of Tenants, will of courfe

continue to be their Care fo long as they

are left to themfelves : And that they have

not negle6led their Intereft in this refpeft,

is evident from the great Improvements

which have been made in the Lands of

England fmce the Year 1 660, when a Law
was paiTed to prevent any Lands from

being held by the antient Feudal Tenure

or perfonal Services.

The Importance of this Law may in

fome Meafure be gueffed at, from its be-

.ing made in the very Year that King

Charles the Second was reftored, and in

the firft SefTion of the Reftoration-Par-

liament : By this Statute was completed

what
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whatwas done in part by the Statute again ft

Retainers made in the Third Year of the

Reign of King Hen7'y the Seventh, who is

fpoken of by Lord Bacon as a King ex-

cellently Ikilled in the true Intereft of a

Country.

However that Matter may be, I think,

thefe two Laws have very much contri-

buted to raife the Wealth and Naval

Power of this Kingdom to their prefent

flourifhing State; and my Reafons for

thinking fo, together with fome Obfen^a-

tions on the Utility, &c. of Marine Forces

with refpe6l to Naval Power and Com-
merce, will probably be made theSubje6t-

Matter of a future Eflay.

But there is another fort of Improve-

ment that is highly worthy the Attention

of the Nobility and Gentry, and this is,

the planting of Oaks ; the Confumption

of which fort of Timber is univerfally

known to vaftly exceed the Quantities

grown of that valuable Article of Produce

:

The national Importance ofplanting more

Oak hath been pointed out to the Public

by feveral Perfons, at different Times , for

I 2 near
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near a hundred Years laft paid ; and the

Necefiity of doing it increafes every Year.

As to other forts of Timber, the plant-

ing of them is alfo neceffary, but a Scar-

city of them can never be attended with

any fuch Confequences as a Want of Oak

muft be ; and People v^ill naturally have

fome Regard to raifmg fuch forts of Tim-

ber as are vi^anted for the common Ufes

of the Neighbourhoods in v^hich they live,

unlefs they can be fupplied with what they

want for thefePurpofes byWater-carriage;

Where this can be done, and be made the

Means of increafmg the Shipping and Sea-

men of the Kingdom, I think it is the befl

Method of fupplying the common Sorts

of Timber ; but it is not fafe to depend

upon any Country for Oak, the planting

of which is abfolutely neceffary for fup-

porting the Naval Power and Commerce

of the Kingdom ; and as to the Expence

attending it. whatever Money is laid out

this Way will thrive fafler in Oak than at

Interefl.

What
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What a Pleafure miift it give to a Noble-

man or Gentleman of great Eftate, to

tliink that, by being at the Expence of

planting a Hundred Thoufand Acorns, he

will be the Means of raifmg a Hundred

Thoufand Pounds in Money for his De-

fcendants, and at the fame Time lay the

Foundation of a Monument to his own
Memory, that Nature herfelf will raifc

and perfect ; every Year will bring it In-

creafe, and deck it with Verdure that fades

but to be renewed ; it will be confpicuous

to the Traveller, and every Briton who
paiTes by will have a Pleafure in aiking

whofe Name it perpetuates: When it

ceales to feaft the Eye, it will add Wealth

to the Family j and after being an Orna-

ment to the Country for one Century, it

will be employed in wafting the Riches of

Peru and Mexico to Britai??, or in main-

taining her Sovereignty of the Seas.

The Condition of being remembered by

Pofterity is to do fomething remarkably

great, good, or ufeful j and it is in vain

to think of efcaping that Ipeedy Oblivion

which
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which is common to the Bulk of Mankind

by any otlier defirable Means j for a Mo-
nument of Marble, creeled merely to

Name and Title, is only gazed at by a

Few and foon forgot j or becomes a Mo-
nument of the Statuary's Skill, and is only

admired for the Excellency of the Work-
manlhip, without any Regard to the Per-

fbn reprefented : But when the ChifTel or

Pencil are employed to animate Marble or

Colours into the Likenefs of the Great and

Good, theVirtues of the Perfon reprefented

will command Attention from Pofterity

;

and the Skill of the Artifl be eclipfed by

the Luftre of the Charafler.

We are not pleafed with the Monuments

of Shakefpcarey Milton^ and Newton^ be-

caufe Men of thofe Names once exifled,

for there are Men of thofe Names now
living : But there is not a Shakefpeare

who, by a Language peculiar to himfelf,

can move every Pafiion in the Human
Breaft, and paint Nature in Colours which

Nature only can excel !
—— There is not

a Milton^ whofe Mufe can range beymd the

vijible diurnal Sphere-^ and fmg fo fweetly
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cfThings itivijibleto mortal Sight t — There

is not a Nekton to explain the fecondary

Caufes of the Order of the Univerfe ; to

tell us by what fixed Laws the Planets re-

volve in infinite Space, without digrefling

from the tracklefs Paths in which they are

appointed to movej to account for the

ebbing and flowing of the Sea, and the

Inequality of Tides ; to give us a Reafon

for the variegated Face of blooming Spring,

and tell us why the Daify is white ; the

Pink red; the Cowllip yellow; the Grafs

of the Field green; and the Violet blue :

Or by wonderful Sagacity and deep Pene-

tration into the Laws of Nature, to find

out that the Earth muft necefiarily be of

that Figure which it hath fince been found

by Obfervation to be of.

But to proceed. The Strength of the

Nation, the future Interefts of private Fa-

milies, and the Defire that Men of Rank
and Fortune have of tranfmitting their

Names as well as Eftates to their latefl: De-

fcendants, all plead for this Improvement

of planting Oaks ; and as His prefent Ma-
jefty, among the many P'elicities of his

Reign,
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Reign, hath happily a more powerful

Navy than any of his Royal Predeceflbrs

had ; and the Neceflity of maintaining,

if not of increafing this Power, is fo gla-

ringly apparent to the whole Nation :

What lefs can be looked for from the pre-

fent Nobility and Gentry, after their ihew-

ing fo much Zeal for His Majefty, his il-

luflrious Family, and the Honour and

Rights of his Crown and Subjefts, as

well in their private as legillative Capaci-

ties, than that this feafonable Zeal will be

extended to after Times j and a Founda-

tion now laid for preferving to the lateft

Age that Superiority of Naval Power,

which, under Providence, is the Guardian

of the Religion, Liberties, Honour, Com-
merce, and Wealth of Great Britain f

It muft give vaft Pleafure to every one

to think, that there is a Profpefl of this

great and neceflary Work of Planting be-

ing carried on under the Sanction of an

exprefs Law, in which no doubt efpecial

Care v/ill be taken to provide for planting

moft Oaks near to Rivers or to the Sea

Coafts J for by this Means the Timber

will
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will be of greater Value when grown, as

the Expence of conveying it to the Royal

Dock-yards, and to the different Sea-ports

of the Kingdom, will be much lefs than

it muft be if the Timber is grown many
Miles from the Sea or any River : The
Nobility and Gentry will no doubt in their

private Capacities forward this national

and important Undertaking j for it muft

be their own Choice if it interferes with

their living moft of the Year in Lo?ido?i i

and whatever Part of the Year they may
be pleafed to refide at their Country-Seats,

it cannot fail of paffing more agreeably for

the Sight of a Plantation of young Oak-
Trees, as the richeft Landfcape is the moft

beautiful, and without Oak an Englijh

Landfcape can never be complete.

From what I have faid in relation to

very hofpitable Houfe-keeping, the Im-

provement of Lands, and the Planting of

Timber, I think it is very apparent, that

if the Nobility and Gentry were to live

moftly in the Country, as they did in

former Times, they could not poflibly be

the Means of producing fo many Advan-

K tages
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tages to the Nation in general, and to the

Country in particular, as are derived from

their living chiefly in London.

All I have to add on this Subje6l is, to

make three Inferences from what I have

faid.

i/?. That the regular Payment of the

Rents and Taxes oi England, fmce it hatli

been a general Cuftom for the Nobility and

Gentry to refide in London a confiderable

Part of the Year, is not at all furprifmg,

as this very Cuftom hath enabled the

Country to make thofe Payments with

more Eafe than it otherwife could have

done.

2^, That in judging of the Ability of

the Country to pay new Taxes, we fhould

not have any Regard to the regular Pay-

ment of the Rents of Eftates whofe Own-
ers fpend all their Incomes in London ; for

this will prove nothing in Favour of the

Wealth of the Country, beyond what the

Payment of the prefent Taxes proves.

3^, That
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3^, That People who live in the Coun-

try have no Reafon to be out of Humour
with the Times on account of this Cuftom

o( the Nobility and Gentry, as the Coun-

try hath gained a great deal by it j and

therefore may with more Chearfulnefs

contribute towards fupporting the Ex-

pence of the prefent War, in fuch a Man-
ner as the Legillature fhall think moft

proper,

FINIS.

ERRATA.
PAGE 1, Line 3, for hath, read have.

P. 5, 1. 5, for fbat, read which.

P. 14, 1. 6, ioT that, read which.

P. 20, 1. 7, for ;^6oo,ooo, read ^^500,000.

P, 27, 1. 5, for that, read which.

P. 28, 1. 12, for that read which,

P. 30, I. 18, for which, rad that.

P. 31, 1. 14, for Ca/amititi, readW Ctn/e^uencts.
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